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ON ORDERING WOODS 
by Gelvin F. Leeper 


The article "Why Don't They Print Wooden Money In Canada?" 
has prompted me to write a few lines for TIMBER TALK which may be 
helpful to someone wishing to order wooden nickels. It may also 
save someone some time, as well as saving a few grey hairs on the 
manufacturer's end. 


Here are a few important things to remember when ordering. 
First of all, be sure you know what you want on the wood. Lay it 
out in a circle and experiment with the wording to see what will 
fit and where. Remember that on a standard size wooden nickel the 
actual printing size is only 1% inch within the 1’ inch surface. 
Try to visualize what your copy will look like printed in that 
small an area. 


Probably the most common problem with wood orders is trying 
to put too much copy into too small a space. Normal wood copy 
for the standard wood is 80 characters, which includes periods, 
commas, etc. If you use more copy than that you are overcrowding. 

Most U.S. stock designs such as the Indian or Buffalo seem 
somewhat undesireable for Canadian use and you are automatically 
in for a Set-up Charge of $5.00 or $6.00 for removal of the stock 
design (these designs are generally printed up in advance and held 
in stock). 


If you have a special design in mind, the printer will need 
artwork from which to make the cut. The cut is a metal engraving 
used in printing. This artwork must be in a permanent type ink 
which will photograph, and the drawings must be in line drawing 
form. This means no dull greys, no shading or tones, just solids 
and lines. A good clear black on white print of the subject can 
sometimes be found in a magazine, etc., but do not submit a drawing 
from a newspaper, as newsprint tends to give fuzzy copy. A good 
example of a line drawing is the drawing in TIMBER TALK below the 
listing of the officers. 


When you send your order to the wood producer, send good clear 
copy so that he will not have to write and ask about a word or 
name. If at all possible, type that portion of the order which 
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contains the copy for the wooden nickel. Also, be sure of your spelling of towns, names, 
and of anniversary dates. Copy changes are costly, if not for the person ordering, costly 
for the producer. A lot of time can be lost in correcting an incorrect order, and a lot o 
money can be lost if it happens to get printed before the error is noticed. 


Probably the best way to handle 
The next best is to make 
When the 


The exchange rate can cause still another problem. 
your order is to send a money order made out in U. S. funds. 
out your personal cheque, but write on it behind the amount "U. S. funds". 
cheque clears the bank will charge your account the going exchange rate. 


Last but not least, order early. Don't wait until the last moment to send your order, 
because if there is a question it may be too late to get a reply and still make the order 
deadline. 


Over the years, my experience has been that I must re-draw about half of the drawings 
submitted and in many instances I've had to write about spelling of words which did not 
look correct or names which I was not sure of. Phone calls after the order has been 
sent to the printer are not uncommon, often telling me that a name or date was wrong. 

This means another call on my part to the printer, hopefully in time to make the correction 


before the actual printing is started. 


To sum it all up, print legibly, think out the design and layout, submit the order 
early, and if in doubt, write for more information from your wood producer. It may save 


you money. 
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Write: Mr. Howard F. Harris, Shadow Hill Farm, 501 Montee Paiement, Gatineau, Quebec, 
J8R 1N2. Price: 50¢ ea plus SASE. 


Write: Mr. Harold Plumley, Pembroke Centennial Coin Club, 10 White Street, Petawawa, 
Ontario, K8A 1Z6. 2 colours; price $1.00 per set (1 black & 1 green) plus SASE. ee 


Order from: Mr. N. E. Wells, P. 0. 
O.N.A. Convention in Ottawa. Price: 
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Order from: Mr. Geoff Bell, 395 Highfield Street, Moncton, N. B., E1C 5R7. Issued by the 


Moncton Coin Club. 
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Order from: Cousin Ed's Trading Post, Keystone Park, Highway 263, Emma Lake, Sask. 
issue by the same, with addition of 1979 date at bottom. 
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Price: 2 for $1.00 plus SASE. 
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Box 943, Peterborough, Ontario, K9J 7A5. 
5 for $1.00 plus SASE. 
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John Brennan's balsa wood flat, number 15 in the series is available from him at 186 


Pleasant Park Rd., Ottawa, Ontario, K1H 5M5, 
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the C.N.A. Convention in Montreal, on Friday, July 25, 


to attend. 


O'clock. Plan to attend! 


Send SASE. 


The Canadian Association of Wooden Money Collectors is holding a breakfast meeting at 


All members are cordially invited 
Food will be served at 9:30 A. M., but members may statt gathering at 9:00 
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Norm Wells advises that the new Peterborough coin show woods shown in the May issue of 
TIMBER TALK are now almost completely sold out. 
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The wood shown above has been issued by Janet Hudson as a memorial to her father, Thomas B. 
Hudson. These woods are free to anyone who wishes one and encloses a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Write to: Janet A. Hudson, 258 Merchants Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14609, 
Urags. AC 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR: PRINTING WOODS 


Re Norm Wells' "Why Don't They Print Wooden Money In Canada?" 


One suggestion for printing wood tokens is to use carved corks or erasers. Anyone 
with an X-acto knife and other wood carving tools can engrave a simple design on a cork, 
piece of wood, or a rubber eraser. My 1976 wood and my UFO wood were made this way. 


The use of engraved corks and rubbers does have disadvantages. Designs can't be too 
complicated. And the ink has to be very wet; erasers don't seem to absorb the ink as well 
as professionally made rubber stamps. 


A CAWMC logo rubber stamp might encourage the issue of more woods. 


Sincerely, 
Derwin Mak, 
CAWMC # R-149 
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NEW MEMBERS OF CAWMC 


The following new members were accidentally omitted from the May issue of Timber Talk: 


R-217 Miss Lisa Powell, 119 E. 13 St., Danville, I11. 61832, U. S. A. 
R-218 Louis 0. Otto, P. 0. Box 344, Raritan, New Jersey 08869, U. S. A. 
R-219 Jacques Blais, 1698 9e Avenue, Charny, Quebec, G6W 4H2 


In addition, we are pleased to greet the following new member: 


R-222 Miss Kathleen Simpson, RR # 2, Brampton, Ontario, L6V 1Al 
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WHOOPING CRANES SIGHTED 


Further to Glen Littrell's article on the annual whooping crane migration in the April issue 
is the following experience: at approimately 7:30 A. M., Thursday, April 17, while en route 
from my home in the town of High River, Alberta, about 35 miles South of Calgary, to work in 
the city, my ride and I paced a group of four whooping cranes flying north parallel to the 
highway. We clocked these interesting birds at a speed of about 55 miles ler hour. Veerin 
back and forth across the fields, the cranes appeared to be taking advantage of the wind 
currents. (Editor) 
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